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Travel between home and work and between workplaces

Trips between home and work are generally considered private travel. However, you can claim deductions in some
circumstances, as well as for some travel between two workplaces.

If your travel was partly private and partly for work, you can only claim what you incurred in performing your employment
duties

In this section:

What you can claim

You can claim the cost of travelling:

What you can't claim

You can't claim the cost of driving your car between work and home just because:

What you can claim

What you can't claim

Itinerant work

directly between two separate workplaces – for example, when you have a second job (providing one of the places
isn't your home)

from your normal workplace to an alternative workplace (for example, a client's premises) while still on duty, and back
to your normal workplace or directly home

if your home was a base of employment – you were required to start your work at home and travelled to a workplace
to continue your work for the same employer

if you had shifting places of employment – you regularly work at more than one site each day before returning home

from your home to an alternative workplace for work purposes, and then to your normal workplace or directly home.
This does not apply where the alternative workplace has become a regular workplace

if you needed to carry bulky tools or equipment your employer requires you use for work and couldn't leave them at
your workplace – for example, an extension ladder or a cello.

you do minor work-related tasks – for example, picking up the mail on the way to work or home

you have to drive between your home and your workplace more than once a day

you are on call – for example, you are on stand-by duty and your employer contacts you at home to come into work

there is no public transport near where you work

you work outside normal business hours – for example, shift work or overtime

your home was a place where you ran your own business and you travelled directly to a place of work where you
worked for somebody else

you do some work at home.
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See also:

Itinerant work

You cannot count your home as a workplace unless you carry out itinerant work.

If you do itinerant work (or have shifting places of work) you can claim the cost for driving between workplaces and your
home. The following factors may indicate you do itinerant work:

See also:

  No playable media was found

Home-based business (/Business/Income-and-deductions-for-business/In-detail/Home-based-business/)

Travel is a fundamental part of your work, as the very nature of your work, not just because it is convenient to you or
your employer.

You have a 'web' of work places you travel to, throughout the day.

You continually travel from one work site to another.

Your home is a base of operations – if you start work at home and cannot complete it until you attend at your work
site.

You are often uncertain of the location of your work site.

Your employer provides an allowance in recognition of your need to travel continually between different work sites and
you use this allowance to pay for your travel.

myDeductions (/General/Online-services/In-detail/myDeductions/myDeductions/) – record keeping tool in the ATO
app

https://www.ato.gov.au/Business/Income-and-deductions-for-business/In-detail/Home-based-business/
https://www.ato.gov.au/General/Online-services/In-detail/myDeductions/myDeductions/
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Our commitment to you

We are committed to providing you with accurate, consistent and clear information to help you understand your rights and
entitlements and meet your obligations.

If you follow our information and it turns out to be incorrect, or it is misleading and you make a mistake as a result, we will take
that into account when determining what action, if any, we should take.

Some of the information on this website applies to a specific financial year. This is clearly marked. Make sure you have the
information for the right year before making decisions based on that information.

If you feel that our information does not fully cover your circumstances, or you are unsure how it applies to you, contact us or
seek professional advice.

Copyright notice

© Australian Taxation Office for the Commonwealth of Australia

You are free to copy, adapt, modify, transmit and distribute this material as you wish (but not in any way that suggests the ATO
or the Commonwealth endorses you or any of your services or products).

 


